Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Original) An air handler for positioning below a melt spinning apparatus configured 
to discharge filaments of material onto a collector moving in a machine direction and 
collecting air discharged from the melt spinning apparatus, said air handler comprising: 

an outer housing having first walls defining a first interior space, one of 
said first walls having an intake opening positioned below the collector for admitting the 
discharged air into said first interior space and another of said first walls having an 
exhaust opening for exhausting the discharged air; 

an inner housing positioned within said first interior space and having 
second walls defining a second interior space coupled in fluid communication with said 
exhaust opening in said outer housing, one of said second walls of said inner housing 
having an elongate slot with a major dimension extending in a cross-machine direction, 
said elongate slot coupling said first interior space in fluid communication with said 
second interior space; and 

a first adjustable flow control device positioned in said first interior space, 
said first flow control device operative for controlling the flqw of the discharged air 
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between said first interior space and said second interior space. 

2. (Currently Amended) The air handler of claim 1 , wherein said first interior space 
includes a flow chamber and a first plenum extending between an air inlet port coupled 
in fluid communication with said flow chamber and said ap e rtur e elongated slot , said 
flow chamber positioned between said intake opening and said inner housing, and said 
first adjustable flow control device positioned proximate to said air inlet port of said first 
plenum for controlling the flow of discharged air from said flow chamber through said air 
inlet port of said first plenum into said first plenum. 

3. (Currently amended) The air handler of claim 2, wherein said first interior space 
includes a second plenum extending between said flow chamber and said ap e rtur e 
elongated slot , said second plenum fluidically isolated from said first plenum. 

4. (Original) The air handler of claim 3, further comprising a second adjustable flow 
control device positioned in said first interior space, said second flow control device 
operative for controlling the flow of discharged air between said first interior space and 
said second interior space. 

5. (Currently Amended) The air handler of claim 3, said second adjustable flow control 
device is positioned proximate to said air inlet port of said second plenum for controlling 
the flow of discharged air from said flow chamber through said air inlet port of said 
second plenum into said second plenum. 
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6. (Original) The air handler of claim 1 , further comprising an air-directing member 
positioned outside of said first interior space proximate to said intake opening, said 
air-directing member extending in a cross-machine direction and dividing said intake 
opening into first and second portions in the machine direction. 

7. (Original) The air handler of claim 6, wherein said air-directing member is a first 
roller having a rolling contact with said collector. 

8. (Original) The air handler of claim 7, further comprising a second roller positioned 
generally inside of said first interior space and proximate to said intake opening, said 
second roller positioned relative to said first roller such that at least the collector is 
captured with a rolling engagement between said first and said second rollers. 

9. (Original) An air handler for positioning below a melt spinning apparatus configured 
to discharge filaments of material onto a collector moving in a machine direction and 
collecting air discharged from the melt spinning apparatus, said air handler comprising: 

an outer housing having first walls defining a first interior space, one of 
said first walls having an intake opening positioned below the collector for admitting the 
discharged air into said first interior space and another of said first walls having an 
exhaust opening for exhausting the discharged air; 

an inner housing positioned within said first interior space and having 
second walls defining a second interior space coupled in fluid communication with said 
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exhaust opening in said outer housing, one of said second walls of said inner housing 
having an elongate slot with a major dimension extending in cross-machine direction, 
said elongate slot coupling said first interior space in fluid communication with said 
second interior space; and 

an air-directing member positioned outside of said first interior space 
proximate to said intake opening, said air-directing member extending in a 
cross-machine direction and dividing said intake opening into first and second portions 
in the machine direction. 

10. (Original) The air handler of claim 9, wherein said air-directing member is a first 
roller having a rolling contact with said collector. 

1 1 . (Original) The air handler of claim 10, further comprising a second roller positioned 
generally inside of said first interior space and proximate to said intake opening, said 
second roller positioned relative to said first roller such that the collector is captured 
with a rolling engagement between said first and said second rollers. 

12. (Currently Amended) The air handler of claim 10, further comprising a forming 
chamber at least partially surrounding said intake opening and said first roller, said 
forming chamber providing a process space between the melt spinning assembly and 
the collector for the passage of filaments of material to the collector, and said first 
portion of the said intake opening positioned inside said forming chamber and said 
second portion of said intake opening positioned outside of said forming chamber. 
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13. (Currently Amended) The air handler of claim 1 1 , wherein said forming chamber 
further comprises a perforated metering sheet for regulating the flow of d i scharg e air 
from the ambient environment surrounding said forming chamber into said process 
space. 

14. (Currently Amended) The air handler of claim 9, further comprising a flow control 
device positioned in said first interior space, said flow control device operative for 
controlling the flow of discharged air between said first interior space and said second 
interior space. 

15. (Currently Amended) A system for depositing a spunbond layer on a collector 
moving in a machine direction, comprising: 

a melt spinning apparatus operative to extrude filaments of material, said 
melt spinning apparatus positioned vertically above the collector; and 

an air management operative to collect air discharged from [[the]] said 
melt spinning apparatus, said air handler comprising: 

a first air handler positioned directly below said melt spinning apparatus in 
a forming zone, a second air handler being positioned upstream of th e s e cond said first 
air handler and the forming zone, and a third air handler being positioned downstream 
of the s e cond said first air handler and the forming zone, each of said air handlers 
including: 

an outer housing having first walls defining a first interior space, one of 
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said first walls having an intake opening positioned below the collector for admitting the 
discharged air into said first interior space and another of said first walls having an 
exhaust opening for exhausting the discharged air; and 

an inner housing positioned within said first interior space and having 
second walls defining a second interior space coupled in fluid communication with said 
exhaust opening in said outer housing, one of said second walls of said inner housing 
having an elongate slot with a major dimension extending in cross-machine direction, 
said elongate slot coupling said first interior space in fluid communication with said 
second interior space; and 

said second and third air handlers each including: 
an air-directing member positioned outside of said first interior space 
proximate to a corresponding on e of said intake op e n i ngs opening , said air-directing 
member extending in a cross-machine direction and dividing sa i d correspond i ng one of 
said intake op e n i ngs opening into first and second portions in the machine direction; 
and 

an adjustable flow control device positioned in said first interior space, 
said first flow control device operative for controlling the flow of the discharged air 
between said first interior space and said second interior space. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 15, further comprising a filament drawing device 
positioned vertically between said melt spinning apparatus and the collector, said 
filament drawing device operative for providing an air flow sufficient to attenuate the 
filaments of material. 
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17. (Original) The system of claim 16, further comprising a quench system positioned 
between said melt spinning apparatus and said filament drawing device, said quench 
system operative for providing a flow of quenching air to cool the filaments of material 
extruded from said melt spinning apparatus. 

18. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 5, further comprising a forming 
chamber at least partially surrounding said intake openings and said air-directing 
members, said enclosure defining a process space positioned between [[the]] said melt 
spinning ass e mb l y apparatus and the collector for the passage of filaments of material 
to the collector. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein said forming chamber further comprises 
a perforated metering sheet for regulating the flow of air from the ambient environment 
surrounding said forming chamber into said process space. 

20. (Currently Amended) A apparatus configured to discharge filaments of material 
onto a collector moving in a machine direction, comprising: 

a melt spinning apparatus operative for extruding filaments of material; 

a filament drawing device positioned between said melt spinning 
apparatus and the collector, said filament drawing device having an inlet for receiving 
the filaments of material from said melt spinning apparatus and an outlet for discharging 
said filaments of material toward the collector, said filament drawing device operative 
for providing a flow of process air sufficient to attenuate the filaments of material and 
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the flow of process air entraining secondary air from the ambient environment between 
said outlet and the collector; 

an air handler having an intake opening positioned proximate to the 
collector, said air handler collecting process air discharged from said filament drawing 
device and entrained secondary air through said intake opening; and 

a forming chamber having a side wall at least partially surrounding said 
intake opening of said air handler and said outlet of said filament drawing device, an 
entrance opening downstr e am upstream of the intake opening, and an exit opening 
upstr e am downstream of the intake opening, said side wall defining a process space for 
the passage of the filaments of material from said outlet of said filament drawing device 
to the collector and partitioning said process space from the surrounding ambient 
environment and said entrance and exit openings dimensioned so that at least the 
collector can traverse said process space, and said side wall of said forming chamber 
including a perforated metering sheet configured to regulate the flow of air from the 
ambient environment into said process space. 

21. (Original) The system of claim 20, further comprising a quench system positioned 
between said melt spinning apparatus and said filament drawing device, said quench 
system operative for providing a flow of quenching air to cool the filaments of material 
extruded from said melt spinning apparatus. 

22. (Currently Amended) The air handler of claim 20, further comprising a first 
air-directing member positioned downstream upstream of said intake opening, said first 
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air-directing member extending in a cross-machine direction and spaced from said 
intake opening so as to provide said entrance opening. 

23. (Currently Amended) The air handler of claim 22, further comprising a second 
air-directing member positioned upstream downstream of said intake opening, said 
second air-directing member extending in a cross-machine direction and spaced from 
said intake opening so as to provide said exit opening. 

Claims 24-54. (Cancelled) 



-31- 



Amendments to the Drawings: 



The attached sheets of drawings includes changes to Figures 2 and 8. 
One sheet replaces the original sheet including Figure 2. In Figure 2, previously 
omitted reference numeral 50 has been added. Another sheet replaces the original 
sheet including Figure 8. In Figure 8, one occurrence of reference numeral 134 has 
been changed to 132. 

Attachment: Annotated Sheets Showing Changes 
Replacement Sheets 
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